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Greetings from MAFSU

It gives me 1immense pleasure
to present MAFSUVARTA the quarterly
newsletter of the University for the
period of October to December, 2017. 1
have recently taken over as Vice
Chancellor of MAFSU on 22.01.2018.
MAFSU was established in the year
2000 with its headquarters at Nagpur
mainly for the development of
veterinary & animal sciences, fishery
sciences and dairy technology. The
primary objective i1s to further
advancement of learning, research and
extension education in these disciplines.
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sturdy, disease resistant and well
adapted to local climatic conditions.
Crossbreeding of indigenous species
with exotic breeds has achieved limited
success. There is an urgent need to
improve the productivity of native
livestock breeds by upgradation of their
genetic potential. Realizing this
MAFSU 1is already engaged in
conservation and upgradation of native
breeds at its farms.

Dairying is an important
secondary source of income for rural
households and has assumed a major
role in providing employment and
income generating opportunities. In a

Being the only animal and fishery

sciences University in the state the University fully
understands its responsibility and is pledged towards
overall development of livestock sector and particularly
the farmers in the state.

Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries
activities, along with agriculture, continue to be an
integral part of human life since the process of civilization
started. Livestock i1s an integral component of Indian
agriculture supporting livelihood of more than two-thirds
of the rural population. Livestock are the best insurance
against the vagaries of nature like drought, famine and
other natural calamities. Livestock Sector not only
provides essential proteins and nutritious human diet
through milk, eggs, meat etc., but also plays an important
role in utilization of non-edible agricultural by-products.
Livestock also provides raw material by-products such as
hides, skin, blood, bone, fat etc.

Animal Health Services are important in
reducing the losses due to animal diseases and outbreaks
of preventable diseases. Solutions are available, but
delivery remains the problem. There is an urgent need to
strengthen the extension services to increase the outreach
of the University among the rural masses. Attempts are
being made to strengthen the farmers by providing them
skill and innovative cost-effective technologies for
improving their farm income. Indigenous livestock is

coordinated effort, agriculture

universities and ICAR institutes along with various state
and central agencies have developed “Strategy Document
on Doubling Farmers' Income by 2022 for different
States. There is need to focus on scientific studies on
value addition of traditional dairy products, development
of value added products (functional foods/
Neutraceuticals/health foods) and enhancing the shelf-
life of dairy products with low cost cold chain system.
The dairy technology colleges in MAFSU are working in
the same direction.

There is an urgent need to stress on intensive

farming, reservoir management and development, and
integrated fish farming with livestock sector to improve
the productivity in fisheries sector. The College of Fishery
Sciences, Nagpur has conducted a detailed scientific
study funded by Vidarbha Statutory Development Board
and has come up with a comprehensive strategic plan for
development of fisheries sector in the Vidarbha region.
The plan has been submitted to the Govt. and it is under
active consideration of the Govt. I hope the plan would be
extremely helpful while formulating the strategies for
development of fisheries sector in Vidarbha region.

With warm wishes for new year 2018....

Prof. Ashish M. Paturkar
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ESTABLISHMENT OF
SWILDLIFE RESEARCH & TRAINING CENTRE’HH
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Established in the year 2000, the Maharashtra Nagpur Veterinary College, and the University head
Animal and Fishery Sciences University is not only quarter, with adjoining various forest rescue areas, and
engaged in teaching, research and extension but also the strength and contribution of the faculty members of
playing a complementary role to the college in wildlife health
strengthen national effort in - management, the University signed a

conservation of wildlife in the country. Memorandum of Understanding with
The MAFSU has entered the area of the FDCM Ltd. for establishment of
wildlife education and research since Wildlife Research & Training Centre at
its establishment in the year 2000, le——— Gorewada Zoo & Rescue Centre,
through the ICAR funded research Nagpur.

scheme on “Surveillance and
Diagnostic Centre for Wildlife in
Central India” in the Department of
Veterinary Medicine, Nagpur
Veterinary College, Nagpur. In
continuation to this and as per the New
VCI curriculum it was a long felt need
for a dedicated Wildlife Training
Center at Nagpur.

An ambitious project of around Rs.
18.73 crores was submitted to the
Government of Maharashtra three
years back to establish the envisaged
center at Nagpur under Maharashtra
Animal & Fishery Sciences University.
A separate faculty with a strength of 20
scientists was proposed including
Director (01- from Clinical

In the light of the above, there departments), Deputy Directors (03- 01
was clearly a great scope for establishment of “Wildlife each from Surgery, Medicine & Gynaecology), Subject
Research and Training Centre” (WRTC) at Gorewada Matter Specialists (05- 01 each from Surgery, Medicine,
Zoo and Rescue Centre, Nagpur. The central location of Gynaecology, Pathology & Biotechnology), Field




for in-situ and ex-situ conservation programme and
health initiatives and to undertake training of field vets
and State Forest Department officers to have requisite
technical competence in management of free ranging
and captive wildlife.

The Government of Maharashtra sanctioned 20
posts and the University is in process of filling the same.
Considering the necessity of immediate action to initiate
functioning of the Centre, the experienced staff from the
existing faculty is deputed and the Centre has already
started functioning. The undergraduate students of all
the constituent colleges are being trained at the WRTC
and hands on trainings are now a regular feature of this
Centre. Various wildlife species rescued and brought to
the centre are being treated by the experienced staff in

training module is being drawn in detail giviné more
emphasis on hands on training.

The expected outcome of the proposed project
are establishing a cadre of clinicians with thorough
training in wildlife, improving delivery of wildlife
healthcare services, continuous professional
development of field veterinarians in respect of wildlife
management, adequate hands on training pertaining to
wildlife, focused concentration on forensic aspects of
wildlife which will surely assist State Forest
Department for the development of wildlife
management and healthcare specialist including the
conservation of biodiversity.















































































